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STANDARD CAREANTIEPILEPTICS
Seizure medications as per the international 

guidelines for the treatment of status 
epilepticus with the intent of completely 
suppressing rhythmic and periodic EEG 
activity on continuous EEG monitoring.

Standard care as per the discretion of the 
treating physicians which could include 

conventional sedative medications.
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Does aggressive treatment of  
these patients with anti-seizure 

medications improve 
neurologic outcomes?

2 centers

172 Patients

Treatment of periodic or rhythmic EEG in comatose post-cardiac patients did not affect 
neurological outcomes, or 90-day mortality!

88 Patients 84 Patients

92%90%

11 ICUs
69% 31%

Poor Neurologic outcome at 90 days: CPC score 3-5
difference, 2 percentage points; 95% CI, −7 to 11; P=0.68 �

82%80%
90-day mortality

difference, 3 percentage points; 95% CI, −9 to 14

CPC: Cerebral Performance Category (CPC)


